Prevalence of gastric ulcers in show horses.
To determine prevalence and risk factors for gastric ulcers in show horses. Field survey. 50 horses in active training that had been transported to at least 1 event in the 30 days prior to endoscopy. Interview of owner, physical examination, serum biochemical analysis, CBC, and gastric endoscopy were performed. Gastric ulceration was detected in 58% of the horses. Horses with a nervous disposition were more likely to have ulceration than quiet or behaviorally normal horses. Horses with gastric ulceration had significantly lower RBC counts and hemoglobin concentrations than those without ulceration. Show horses have a high prevalence of gastric ulceration. Lower RBC counts and hemoglobin concentrations may be the result of chronic gastric ulceration.